4th Grade Reading Worksheet - Summer Tutoring

Main Idea and Summarizing

Reading Comprehension

The main idea of a paragraph is what the whole paragraph is mostly about.
The details are small pieces of information that make the paragraph more interesting.
The details give small pieces of information about the main idea.

Think about the main idea of each paragraph.

Anna was a young inventor with a passion for creating machines that could make
people's lives easier. She spent most of her time tinkering with parts in her basement,
determined to make her latest invention work. Her friends and family thought she was

crazy for spending so much time on her projects, but Anna was determined to prove
them wrong.

In her latest invention, Anna created a machine that could fold laundry automatically. It
was her most complicated invention yet, but she was confident it would work. After
weeks of work, the machine was finally complete. Anna put a pile of laundry into the
machine and watched as it folded each item perfectly. She felt proud of her hard work
and determination, knowing that her invention would change people's lives for the
better.

Anna's invention was a huge success. She received requests from people all over the
country who wanted to buy her laundry-folding machine. She even won an award for her
invention, which inspired her to continue inventing machines that could make people's
lives easier. Anna realized that it was her passion and determination that had led to her
success, and she promised herself that she would never give up on her dreams.

Now let’s think about the main ideas.

1. What is the main idea of the first paragraph?
a. Anna spends most of her time in the basement.
b. Anna’s friends and family thought she was crazy.
c. Anna is a young inventor who has a passion for creating machines that
make people's lives easier.
d. Others doubted Anna.
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2. What is the main idea of the second paragraph?

a.
b. Anna spent weeks completing the machine.
C.

d. Anna was confident.

Anna is proud of her hard work and determination.

Anna has created a machine that can fold laundry automatically.

3. What is the main idea of the third paragraph?

a.
b. Anna promises herself to never give up on her dreams.

C.

d. Anna’s invention was a huge success. She realizes that her passion and

People all over the country wanted to buy her laundry-folding machine.
Anna received requests from people all over the country.

determination have led to her success.

4. What is one interesting detail from the first paragraph?

5. What is one interesting detail from the second paragraph?

6. What is one interesting detail from the last paragraph?
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Answers

C
C
D
Accept any reasonable response
Accept any reasonable response
Accept any reasonable response
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